
WASHINGTON
** Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and

Inseparable!"

MONDAY, JUNE 14, 1852.

CONGRESS.

This clay begin® the second week of the seventh
month of the present session.

The business capacity of the two organized bodies
of which Congress is composed does not appear to us

to have very materially improved siuce our last refer¬
ence to it. The Senate actually (Iocs make some pro-
gross in its proper duties, and the House of Repre¬
sentatives tries to do so ; but the latter, though it gets
into Committee of the Whole occasionally on bills of
real consequence, finds the Presidential Electdy. still
a stumbling-block in the way of its progress*1. The
consequence of whieh is that the " Deficiency Bill."
as it is called, introduced some four months ago,
has not yet become a law, nor can any one with
any certainty conjecture when it will be such.
After this week, however, the Debate in Congress
on the merits of candidates for the Presidency will
abate by the surcease of that subjectj and in the
next week it may be hoped that the " Deficiency
Bill " will be passed, and the different Departments
of the Government be at length relieved from the
disgrace of protested bills and payments refused for
want ot funds, which have been cases of every-day
occurrence for weeks and months past.
The interest which, next to that of the Nomi¬

nees for the Presidential Office, has most monopolized
flie time of both Houses, is that of the Public Tk>-
main, for the general as well as particular appro¬
priation of which there has been, for several months
past, and in all probability is yet to be, a persevering
contest. Within the last week the House of Rep¬
resentatives, after having sent to the Senate a bill
for a sweeping gratuitous distribution of the Public
Lands, has taken a stand against bills whieh had
already passed the Senate, making special appropri¬
ations for Internal Improvements. This opposi¬
tion may, we presume, be attributed to mixed mo¬

tives on the part of the majorities on these questions;
that is to say, in part to a determination to force the
Senate to a passage of the bill professing " to en¬

courage agriculture, commerce, manufactures, and all
other branches of industry," by granting the public
lands to all comers y and in part to a desire to re¬

duce to system the appropriation of public lands
for public improvements, so as to equalize among
.the several divisions ot the country appropriations
for such objects, &c. Meanwhile there has sprung
tip in the House of Representatives a new proposi¬
tion, to grant to the States certain quantities of the
Public Land, to be applied by the States themselves
to Internal Improvements, Education, &c..a propo¬
sition perhaps more strictly in keeping with the
spirit of the Constitution than either special appro¬
priations or the latitudinous donation proposed by
the House bill now before the Senate.

The-safest as well as most constitutional dis¬
position of the Public Lands, we believe, would be
to leave them as they are, under the admirable sys¬
tem which has hitherto worked so well, and to dis¬
tribute the revenue from sales of them, when the
Treasury can dispense with it, among the several
States, in proportion to their population, to be dis¬
bursed for objects of general importance within
their respective limits. Next to this, so far as we

have been able to consider it, the idea of a distribu¬
tion of a certain quantity of the public lands, in due
proportion among the States, to be used for similar
objects within their separate jurisdictions, appears
to us to be less liable to exception than either of
the other plans.

Bearing upon the general subject of the National
Domain, or rather upon the questions which are

successively springing up in regard to it, we have
just met, among the newspaper articles on the sub¬
ject, with one which comcs nearer to our views of
the matter than any thing which we have yet seen.

It is from the pen of a distinguished and venerable
inhabitant of the city of Philadelphia, and is deeply
imbued with the spirit of a genuine and enlightened
philanthropy. Our readers will thank us for placing
it before them, as follow*:

FROM THE PHILADELPHIA IJCQVIREE.
No one can be more desirous than the writer of these

lines that any measures should be adopted which would
tend to equalize throughout society the comforts, luxuries,
and pleasures of life; but experience has shown that
nothing is less beneficial to human prosperity than indis¬
criminate charity. To bestow charity on those who are

capable of supporting themselves by labor is to encourage
idleness. Of oourse legislation which has for its object to

mitigate the sufferings of people who are by age, sickness,
lameness, blindness, kc. unable t« earn their living, is
always best performed by those municipal corporations
whose knowledge of the objects of public charity may be
more minute and precise than that of a State Legislature,
and a fortiori more competent than a National Legislature
like that of the United States. As the whole spirit and
Wording of the constitution under which these States are

associated conveys the idea that Congress was to perform
©nly those duties which concern the whole Union, it must
be especially unconstitutional that duties belonging from
their nature to cities, counties, or districts in the States
severally, should be superseded by national legislation.

But were it proper that, in lieu of being oecupied with
those aafflciently numerous and arduous cares which con¬

cern the whole nation, Congress should take upon itself
the assistance of our poor-houses, hospitals, and other
charitable institutions, it certainly would be highly im¬
proper that they should make able bodied men any chari¬
table donation of any kind. It would be absurd, that, in¬
stead of assisting the widow, the orphan, the old, the
lame, the siok, or blin<i, they should seek out men in the
Tigor of manhood to bestow charity on.

It is only persons of the last mentioned class that can

derive benefit from the Homestead bill, now before the
United States Senate; and among that class only a mino¬
rity : since to go upon a lot of land in the wild country,
and get it into cultivation, requires a method, skill, and
energy of character which are possessed by comparatively
few even among our native population.

Independently of the unconstitutionality of the power
which is thus proposed to be exercised, as a trustee of
property for the benefit of the whole Confederacy, I do
not perceive how it can be equitable to bestow it on a

particular class of persons who are not objects of charity.
Holding up such inducement to foreigners to emigrate

is only to awaken ideas which cannot be realized. Euro¬
peans who are unaccustomed to use the ate, or the em¬

ployment of oxen in clearing of wild land, may be led to
sink a small capital without being successful as settlers.

As this giving away of new lands would depreciate
those new in the hands of former settlers who have paid
for theirs, it would hardly be just to them. Equitably
there would be a claim on the Oovernment to refund all

it has received heretofore for lands. How can it be

just to have obliged all the settlers of former years to pay
for their laada, and now allow others to get lands for

nothing? Should the Oovernment pursue this giving
away policy now, ought they not to repay the principal
and interrti of oil vkich tk*/ haw kfrrtoforf told*

Would it not be preferable that Congress should divide

the wild lands in due proportion among the States, to be

expended in school*, colleges, railways, canals, and mail

roads, which would contribute to the intellootiwl io^prov$-
ment, the reciprocal, social, and commercial intercourse
of the whole! Public work# give the riglH kind\>f euj-
couiijgemenf to 1c laboring $MS,|in grti.-ra! t to an|
one in particular, by furnishing .mployment and g»«l
wages.

In buijding ships for our uavy, to protect our extensive
and almost defenceless seacoast, how many trades, how

many operatives would receive liberal employment 1

While not only our leading politicians, but likewise our

cabinet ministers, are holding the language of defiance,
if not of menace, to the despots of £urope, ought we not
to have a navy commensurate with our big words?
Was there ever any thing more inconsistent than our

passion for extended domain, and indisposition to a pro¬
portionate augmentation of our means of defence! To
afford this defence is one of the primary and obvious du¬
ties of Congress; how, then, can it be right, while this is
unperformed, to seek other modes of appropriating our

national wealth ?
Since copying the above, we have met with an

article in another newspaper, which, whilst it affords
a contrast so marked as to place in bolder relief the
beauty of the foregoing extract, represents, in deep¬
er coloring than our pen has yet attempted, the
disorganizing and dangerous principles of the So¬
cialists, whose agrarian teachings, as we have al¬

ready said, have unconsciously influenced the pas¬
sage of the so-called " Homestead Bill " in the
House of Representatives, and are now busy in urg.
ing its passage through the Senate.
The article to which we now refer appears in the

" Times," a paper published at Williamsburg, (near
and much connected with the city of New York.)
It is addressed to an honorable Senator of the United
States from a Wettoro and boure the sijjnature
of a proper name, unknown to us, and which there
is no necessity to publish, the writer's objects and
arguments being all that we desire to bring particu¬
larly to the notice of our readers. For the same reason

we withhold the personalities of the article, content¬
ing ourselves with making the fbllowing extracts
from it; which are, however, to the extent to which
they go, strictly literal:
Extracts from a Communication-in the " Williams-

burgh Times" of Friday last.
44 Wealth and intrigue on his part, and activity and

talents on yours, wilfbe unavailing, if you attempt to de¬
feat this great and good measure. It has got an impetus
now by the action of the lower House. Do not resist that
impetus. It will crush you, it will crush any man, or any
party even, that may attempt to resist it.

"'Revenue!' You well know that we are squander¬
ing more money every year for unnecessary purposes than
is received from the public land sales. Your heart, your
honest convictions, will come over to my side when I con¬
tend that a virtuous Government would retrench those un¬
necessary and corrupt squanderings, and let the settler
have the lands on the conditions fixed by their Creator.
The price of sweat and toil that the poor settler must pay
is price enough. If you tried to till the land under a broil¬
ing sun you would say so too.
"You profess to be a,Deinocrat.to act with the Demo¬

cratic party. Now, listen to me : if you attempt to de¬
feat this bill, and if you get the Democratic Senators to
act with you against it, I tell you you will lose New York
State in the coming election. The Land Reform Demo¬
crats of this State hold the balance in their hands. The
man who writes this is one of that class of Democrats,
and he is acquainted with forty thousand of the same kind
in the central counties of the State.never to talk of in¬
numerable stragglers in the cities and towns. These men
will punish any party.even if it call itself 4 Democratic'.
that will refuse to let the poor citizen dig out from the
earth a morsel of food for his children.

" You have heard, even in Washington, of the Land Re¬
form Farmers of central New York. Some of you were

talking about disfranchising them six or seven years ago,
but you didn't. Those men never marched up to the polls
without leaving their mark behind them. You might
afford to despise the pioneers of Reform that are to be
found in almost every town and city. You might hope to
drown their voices by the clamor and clash of the elec¬
tioneering strife. But, sir, there are in the counties of
Columbia, Greene, Rensselaer, Albany, Schoharie, Dela¬
ware. Montgomery, Oneida, Otsego, and Schenectady a
multitude of men, in number like the sands on the sea¬

shore, far withdrawn from this clamor; m«n over whom
you have no control; men who recognise the authority of
party wire-pullers just as mnch as they recognise the au¬

thority of King Victoria or Queen Albert; men who will
kick the three-legged stool from under you, and join in
the general laugh when you are sprawling in the gutter;
that is, provided you and the Democratic Senators refuse
to the poor homeless citizen a homestead on his own
lands.

44 4 But who is the writer of this letter ? Some poor
friendless devil, who is restless and discontented through
the pressure of his own wants. Living all the way off on
Long Island, what does he kn^w about/the farmers of the
central counties of New York?'

" 8ir, if I did not really wish to keep on good terms with
yon, and more especially with the Democratic party, I
would leave those questions to be answered on the second
day of next November. As it is, let me inform you that
I am rich enough to spend your year's salary in a aause
like this ; that the farmers know me well; that, after an
absence from among them of seven years, the Tery an-
nouncement of my name will gather them in thousands to
meet me in public deliberation; that if I make out to con¬
vict you of treason against the Republic, of a determina¬
tion to bring in European landlordism and plant it down
on American soil, then, sir, those farmers will pass sen¬
tence on you, and they are the very men who will be out
on the 2d of November to see the sentence executed.
" And, air, yon and the Democratic Senators will re¬

quire to a«t quickly and ungrudgingly in this matter.
Men of thought and patriotism, as well as men of naked¬
ness and natural wants, feel insulted by the rotten tim¬
bers, exhumed from the graves of past strife to construct
this Baltimore platform of yours. Not a stick from our

perennial forest*; not a blade of grass from the untrod
prairies; not a sulk of wheat from the cheerful farm.
Dead National Banks, skeleton Tariffs, buried Mexican
wars, ghosts of Internal Improvement, phantoms of Eco¬
nomy never to fee realtied, a sham fight about slavery!.
these are the materials upon which we are all to tally,
are they ? But I forget. The office-hunters in Balti¬
more did actually think it worth while to mention the
public domain. They have declared that they will use it
for 'national purposes'.I. e., they will sell it toTom-the-
devil if he will buy, and shovel the proceeds in along with
the fifty millions of indirect taxes, to increase the gettings
o! themselves.the office-hunters.

" Ah, sir! you have need to look sharp.you and the
other Senators of the ' Democratic' psrty. These doings
at Baltimore.this impudent declaration (reiterated by
the office-bejegnrs of New York city) that the public lands
are to be kept shut from our citizens till they gather gold
to meet the wants of captains loafing on shore and diplo¬
matic outfita; this impudent declaration, sir, has roused
a deep resentment in the minds of all men who think
clearly and mean honestly. Make haste, then, and dis¬
arm that resentment. If you Jo not, it will meet you face
to face in the ' day of battle and of war.'"

In a Letter from the Treasury Department, re¬
ceived in the Senate on Monday, in answer to a reso¬
lution of that body, an estimate in contained of the
Commerce of the Straits of Florida, which, large as
our notions ofthe extent of that commerce have been,fairly distances them all. From the best data in
possession of the Department it is calculated
that the amount of Ocean Commerce of the Ameri¬
can ports on the Gulf, inward and outward, foreignand domestic, exceeds troo hundred ami fifty mil¬
lion* of dollort per annum, besides that of the
Meiican and other ports on the Qulf.

OEOROIA RESOLUTIONS.

The following are the principal resolutions adopt¬
ed by the late Whig State Convention of GSorgia,
of which we have befitoe published a brief Tele¬
graphic account:

titaolced. That the safety and honor of the South and
tht integrity of the union are dearer to us than the tri¬
umph of any party or th« success of any candidate; and
therefore we instruct our Delegates to insist upon a re¬

cognition of the Compromise measures by the National
Whig Convention as a full and final settlement of all the
questions therein embraoed, and to mak#such recognition
a condition precedent to any participation by them in the
nominations ol said Convention.

Resolved, That Millard Fillmore, for the ability, im¬
partiality, and patriotism manifested by hira,in his ad¬
ministration of tVe General Government, deserves the con¬
fidence of the whole country. He has been tried andfound
faithful to the Constitution and the supremacy of the
Laws; faithful to the preservation of the Uni^n, and to
the constitutional rights of the South; and wte hesitate
not to avow our preference for him over all ^ther can¬
didates. 1

RaolceJ, That we have entire confidence ii Daniel
Webstkr, and, while we profoundly admire his vast and
stupendous intellect, we cherish the warmest filings of
gratitude to him for his eminently able and uncompromis¬
ing defence of the Constitution and the rights of tie South,
and we would delight to honor him.

We understand that the Chevalier dk Sodre,
who has been for some time at the head of tke Bra¬
zilian Legation in Washington, had an iniprview
with the Secretary of State a day or two sikce, to
announce his recall.
We join most heartily with the Journal of Com¬

merce, of Ntfw York, in the very just tribute hich,
in the article we have copied from that paper, if has
paid to that gentleman and his amiable famil.
We have reason to believe the statement t te, as

given in the Journal of Commerce, that the lecre-
tary of State did authorize our Minister at Br zil to
intimate to the Brazilian Government the w sh of
ours that Mr. de Sours might be made their Min¬
ister here j but it is possible the other Minister, Mr.
Moreira, was appointed before 3lr. Wjcjster's
letter reached Rio.
The Whig Convention of West Florida met at

Uchecanna on the 24th ultimo, and lominated
Georoe F. Ward as their candidate for Governor,
and Edward C. Cabell for re-electioi to Con¬
gress. Resolutions were adopted strongly endors¬
ing the Compromise measures, and recouinending
Mr. Fillmore for the Presidency. Gov. Thomas
Brown, of Florida, was declared to be their first
choice for the Vice Presidency; and if his nomina¬
tion could not be procured, then the Hon. Tilliam
A. Graham or Hon. John J. Crittendin.

LATE FROM THE PLAINS.
Mr. Hubbell has arrived at St. louis from

Santa Fe. All was quiet in New Mexico. Gov.
Calhoun was about starting for St. Iouis. The
Indians on the Arkansas were about decamping for
the California road to intercept the emigrants. He
met the U. S. troops at Diamond Springs, getting
along slowly; they had lost twenty-fiv» men bycholera.

Sir J. Gaspard le Marchant, preseit Govern¬
or of Newfoundland", is appointed to succeed the late
Sir John Harvey as Governor of Nova S«otia.

RECKONING CHICKENS.
Hatching time has not quite arrived f>r the elec¬

tion eggs, yet the New Hampshire Denocrats are

already counting their chickens. Tie Concord
(New Hampshire) Statesman gives the following
description of the state of affairs among the expec¬
tants of office in that quarter:
"A crazier set of people were never abrcad than some

now to be found at the capital of New Ilanpshire. For¬
eign ambassadors, heads Qf departments, consuls, and
charges d'affaires, to say nothing of heads of bureaus at
Washington, and the endless array of minor officers, are

plenty as 4 leaves in Vallambrosa.' "

It is the opinion of the Statesman that there are
at least fifty in Concord who have not slept a wink
since Friday night, so full have their heads been of
ambassadorships and other golden visions.all to be
realized when General Pierce has the good fortune
to "get in.".Baltimore American.

The spread of the Rapping delusion is among the
oddest facts of the age. New disciples, or more pro¬
perly victims, record themselves in print almost
daily. Under the impulse of spiritual converse, in¬
dividuals meet us constantly proposing to execute
all sorts of difficult and impossible feats, such as

writing editorials, or telegraphing the latest intelli¬
gence from the world to come, or prognosticating
the election of Mr. Pierce, and all with the gravest
faces conceivable. Members go aside and locate
themselves in a spiritually-elected community on the
mountains. Newspapers, in which you might rea¬

sonably hone to find tidings of the present and fu¬
ture as well as of the past, greet us from all direc¬
tions. The abundance of the literature devoted to
the new faith denotes the rapidity and sturdiness of
its growth.
Bu^ the oddest feature of all.even goine beyond

the canal decision which the spirit of Mr. Calhoun
recently rapped out to an honorable Judge of Ap¬
peals.is the introduction of the rappers into the
pulpit, and the employment of ghosts to propagatethe gospel. We read as follows in the Marmall
(Wis.) Democrat:
" Some of the clergy In the eastern part of the county

(CUrke) say thafcthey are inspired by the spirits, and that
their sermons delivered out of the pulpit are not their
own, but that they are the instruments through which the
spirits operate upon the mass of the people. We under¬
stand that these divines, or the spirits through them, say
that the Millennium has commenced, and that in less than
fire years the wicked are to be swept from the lace of the
earth, and the righteous are to inherit it forever. It is
reported that one of the divines said, on Sunday last,
while preaching to a crowded house, that not more than
a dozen of his audience would ever pass through the
shades of death. It is also said that the spirits have in¬
formed the people, through the mediums, that the old
way of baptizing is all wrong, and that they should use
water instead of wine for sacramental purposes; and we
are Informed that the people are following the directions
to the letter. A new church has been organised, called
the Church of Christ, and a meeting is now being held,
which commenoed one week ago, and is to continue until
the spirits tell them to stop. We are told that some are
so infatuated with this new religion that they do not do
a single thing without first consulting the spirits. The
exolturnout in the neighborhood is grent, and some of the
best men in the county are strong believers."

Without presuming to comment upon the fresh
development, we would put it to all religious bodies
of consistent faith and order if this is exactly the
right sort of thing ? Does not it amount to heresy f
Is there any reason why unlicensed ghosts should
have access to and rappmgs in a pulpit, wherefrom
unlioensed but corporeal preacher* are zealously ex¬
cluded ? Indeed, the difficulties springing from this
most heterodox innovation strike us so seriously that
we foresee no less than a subversion of all respect and
devotion to the only true faith, unless the church
door be firmly shut on the demons. There is a ra¬
tional suspicion about that the ghosts are at Iwst no
better than they should be, and many of the most
communicative of them were once men of notorious
loose opinions. Neglect a decided stand against them
at once, and wc shall be favored presently with pioushomilies firom Vanini, Holbach, and Paine.

[Ar*w York Timet.

The new Monkey rntertammmr, imported by Mr. Niblo
for the New York fashionables, was eikibited at the Aftof
Place Opera House on Monday of last week. When tk4
curtain rose " a parcel of wall-dressed and comical look^-
ing apes were seen at dinner, waited upon by baboons j
and t.M gentility and perfect self-complacency with which
they went through the trying motions of the meal would
have done no discredit to fashionable society. After¬
wards they danced on the slack rope, much in the style of
the great Havel family; and then they resolved themselves
into a circus trovpf, having dogs for their horses, in which
capacltythey did the most astonishing things. TheireffnrtsI were received with unbounded laughter and applause."

POSTAGE TO AU8TRALIA, VAN DIEMAN'S LAND,
. CHINA, AND THE SANDWICH ISLANDS

We are authorized to t*y that hereafttp all pot¬ters and newspapers for We*teru AustraEa, SgpthAualrali*, Yptoria, (Port Thiljpfe',) VanmHeniMraLand, anil New South Wales (etteplfik'ttegs maAWto be seat by2>'imte dip) willw f^wut^fed bjfhe
packets of the Australian Royal Mail Stlam Navi¬
gation Company on the third of every alternate
month, commencing 3d June, 1852, from Plymouth,via the Cape- of Good Hope ; and that the singlerate of postage (to be prepaid on letters sent and
collected on letters received) between the United
States and aud colonies will be forty-tive cents in¬
stead of fifty-three cents, as heretofore. The post¬
age to NorUi Australia is unchanged.Letters for any part of Australia sent in the
mails to England, thence to be forwarded by privateship, must be prepaid thirty-seven cents the single
rate. If sent via San Francisco, thence to be dis¬
patched by private ship, the inland postage only to
that port (six cents the single rate) must be pre¬paid, leaving the ship postage, whatever it may be,
to be paid at the point of delivery.In like manner letters and newspapers sent via
San Francisco for China must be prepaid to San
Francisco, and the ship postage has to be paid at
the port of delivery. At any of the British colonies
in China, the ship postage on either a letter or
newspaper is understood to be four cents ; so that
the entire postage on a single letter to those co¬
lonies, via San Francisco, is ten cents only.
. To the Sandwich Islands the single rate of letter
postage is eleven cents, six of which only must be
prepaid in the United States.

MR. MEAGHER, THE IRISH EXILE.

FROM THE COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER.
A Public Reception Declined..Our predic¬tion that no one would be more astonished than Mr.

Meagher himself at the proposition of the Com¬
mon Council to give him a public reception has
been verified. Yesterday afternoon the committee
waited upon him to tender the hospitalities of the
city; and Alderman Oakley presented a certified
copy of the resolutions adopted by both Boards of
the Common Council, briefly urging the acceptance
of the proffered honors in some complimentary re¬
marks. Mr. Meagher replied in a truly eloquentand manly strain. He said :
Gentlemen: Had the effort in which I lost my freedom

been successful, the honors now tendered would not sur¬
prise me. But it was otherwise. Far from realizing, it
obscured the hopes which accompanied and inspired it.
ending suddenly in discouragement and defeat. This the
wide world knows. This you yourselves must inwardlyadmit, though the goodness of your nature will seal your
lips to the admission, being fearful of the disparagementit would imply. * * * * For the little I have done
and suffered I have had my reward in the penalty assign¬ed me. To be the last and humblest name in the litanywhich contains the names of Emmet and Fitxgerald.
names which waken notes of heroism in the coldest heart,
and stir to lofty purposes the most sluggish mind.is an
honor which compensates me fully for the privations I
have endured. Any recompense of a more joyous nature
it would ill become me to receive. Whilst my^ountry re¬
mains in sorrow and subjection, it would be indelicate of
me to participate in the festivities you propose. When
she lifts her head and nerves her arm for a bolder strug¬gle ; when she goes forth, like Miriam, with song and tim¬
brel, to celebrate her victory, I too shall lift up my head
and join in the hymn of freedom. Till then the retire¬
ment I seek will best accord with the love I bear her and
the sadness which her present fate inspires. Nor do I for¬
get the companions of my exile. My heart is with them
at this hour, and shares the solitude in which they dwell.
The freedom that has been restored to me is embit¬
tered by the recollection of their captivity. While they
are in prison a shadow rests upon my spirit, and the
thoughts that might otherwise be free throb heavily with¬
in me. It is painful for me to speak. I should feel happyin being permitted to be silent. For these reasons you
will not feel displeased with me for declining the honors
you solicit me to accept. Did I esteem them less, I should
not consider myself so unworthy, nor #5 conclusively de¬
cline to enjoy them. The privileges of so eminent a city
should be sacred to those who personify a great and living
cause.a past full of fame, and a future full of hope.and
whose names are prominent and imperishable."

In continuation of this response, Mr. Meaoiieu
eulogized America and American institutions, and
spoke with so much feeling that several of his
hearers are said to have been moved to tears. We
need scarcely say how greatly Mr. Meagher's judi¬
cious conduct in this particular has heightened our

respect for him. It was to be feared that impru¬
dent advisers might prevail upon him to accept an
ovation which might serve the sinister purposes of
others, but could add nothing to his fame, and which
would probably have injured him in the estimation
of all practical, right thinking men. But he will
now enjoy all the honor which can possibly be de¬
rived from such a compliment, with the additional
credit of being as modest and sensible as it was be¬
fore known that he was daring jind enthusiastic in
behalf of his country'independence. It would be
well for other distinguished patriots from abroad to
take a lesson from Mr. Meagher. Older men have
manifested much less wisdom.
Nothing New under the Sun..M. De

Tocqueville, in a discourse last month before the
French Academy in Paris, asserted the absolute an¬

tiquity of all the new-fangled theories in regard to
the regeneration of society, &c. All the vagaries of
Socialism were of remote record. Aristotle care¬

fully investigated, when he wrote his Treatise on

Politics, two hundred constitutions under which
nations had lived before his time; he found an

identity of human nature in all a^es and countries,
which has bocn since quite as evident or demon"
strable. The omniscient Greek concluded that the
mob or extreme democratic rule was the worst of
all tyrannies..Mobile Register.

THE TElfUANTEPEC ROAD.
Late Mexican newspapers contain a proclamation

of Mariaho Arista, President of that Republic,
giving publicity to the following decroe of the Gen¬
eral Congress, relative to the construction of a canal
or road over the Isthmus of Tehuantepec :

Art. 1. The Government will conclude a contract, or
promote the formation of a company, who, preferring na¬
tive* in all cases, or of foreigners, or of both, for the open¬ing by canal, railroad, or wagon road of a line of commu¬
nication between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, by the
Isthmus of Tehtuntepee. The Government shall not have
the power to execute any contract unless it be previously
approved by the General Congress.

Art. 2. The Government, in exercising the powers con¬
ceded to it by the previous article, shall be bound by the
following conditions: #

1. That the contract shall contain Ao clause which mayfavor, by the rights which it concedes, demands from
foreign Governments against the Republic, nor impair in
any way the full and prompt ezemse of its sovereigntyin the said Isthmus of TehuantepA.2. To give the enterprise more efficacy and constant pro¬tection, the Government shall be one of the parties to the
contract.

3. The interoceoxuc communication by the Isthmus shall
be free and open to all the nations of the globe.
, 4. In order to malce the benefits of the communicatioa
stable and perpetual, the Government shall negotiate with
the Powers linked to the Republic by treaties for the ex¬
press recognition of neutrality of the right of way by the
Isthmus in case of war.

CREW OF AN AMERICAN SCH005ER MURDERED.
Salem, Jbnk 11..By the barque Saidbeen Sultan, ar¬

rived here to-day, we have received from Capt. J. F. Wkbb,
U. 8. Consul at Zanzibar, the following letter, giving an
account of the destruction of an American vessel, and the
murder of the crew by the natives of Madagascar:

ZAXitfeA*, Mowtuv, March 10, 1852.
The American schooner Queen of the West, of Dart¬

mouth, Massachusetts, of sixty-seven tons burden, JosephT. Waldron, master; mate, the brother of the master, and
crew ©f two seamen and one bov, on a trading voyage for
tortoise shells, Ac., was cut off at Nosmitzan, Mn<Inga*~
ear, between the 2ftth and 28th December, all hsn.ls mur¬
dered. and the vessel burnt. The Freneh authorities at
Woebeh had fifteen persons oonfined in irons, supposed to
be implicated in the affair, and would await some action
on the part of the United States Government. A particu¬lar account of this affair has been forwarded to the Sec¬
retary of Slate.

LATE FROM CALIFORNIA.
The steamship lllitwi* arrived at New York on

Saturday with the OliforiA mails to the 18th
May, and upwards of five huofcred jmsaei^ers. She
al&o briug»4eany t*b mimow of* doliarir worta of
g
Our lateit p^ors 'froiu; Safe Fnj&acoJffce datal^on the 10th of May. The principal featwe ot the

news is relatm to the difficulties between the na¬
tive winei^ and the Chinese, in relation to which
the Alta California of the latest date remarks:

». The excitement in many purts of the mines in oppo¬sition to Chinese labor among our mountains is evidently
on the increase. Mas* meetings hare been held at the
uorth and south, corresponding committees appointed,and in general stepe taken to clear the entire mining re¬
gions of the Celestials. Several very interesting commu¬nications have appeared in the public prints, purporting
to emanate from the Chinese, showing the benefits to be
derived from their great emigration to this country, and
the importance of the consequent trade which will spring
up between California and China.

" But these appear to have little effect upon the miners,
who seem bent upon the work of expulsion. From statis¬
tics carefully prepared, it appears that the number of
Chinese Who arrived here between February, 1848, and
Mav 1852 is 11,968. The number that have returned
or died is estimated at 167, so that that class of our popu¬
lation may be set down in round numbers at l-,OUO. Ul
these, seven only are women. In addition to this, large
numbers are expected. It is proposed in many P^n"of the mines to sell their claims, give them the;and tell them to leave. The Chinese are of mild charac¬
ter, and, should the Americans push matters to the ex¬
treme, it is not anticipated that much or any bloodshed
will ensue."

t

The Alto California says that some of the leading and
most intelligent of the Chinese residents have transmitted
circulars to their countrymen at home, advising them of
the prejudices that have lately sprung up against them,
of the severe measures which have been adopted through¬
out the interior to drive them from the mines, and warn¬

ing them to cease emigrating to California, as they wil
no longer be welcomed. t

The paper quoted from suggests that this may result iu
the adoption of retaliatory measures by the Chinese Gov¬
ernment against Americans residing aid trading in China.

FROM THE MINES.
In relation to the general prospects in the mining dis¬

tricts the Sacramento Union remarks:
" The advices from all parts are highly favorable. The

miners are very generally receiving fair remuneration for
thoir labor, and, while there are fewer instances of extra¬
ordinary individual fortune, the average yield per man is

evidently increasing by the application of science and well-
constructed machinery.

,41 Instead of the occupation being, as formerly, a kind
of roving, hap-haxard excursion, it is now regarded as a
reeular legitimate pursuit, upon which men enter with the
same views of permanency and system as upon any other
avocation in life. In placer or surface mines, which two
vears ago, with the imperfect machinery then in use,
would not have yielded an income equal to the expense of
living, miners are now making from four to ten dollars
per day. Earth that will yield two cents per bushel, or,
in mining phraseology, a cent a bucket, can be very pro¬
fitably worked."

INDIAN AFFAIRS.
We do not perceive that there have been any further

difficulties with the Indian tribes. There was a fight be¬
tween two parties of them between Bidwell's Bar and
Stringtown on the 10th of May. About three hundred
were engaged in it, and several were killed.

FROM SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA.
The United States revenue cutter Frolic arrived at San

Diego on the 24th of April.
The command of Major Fitzoerald arrived at San

Diego on the 10th of April from the lagoons of the Gila
and Colorado. The San Diego Ilerald gives the following
sketch of the operations of the detachment, and the state
of affairs in the district in which it had been operating.
"The dragoons have been absent from here between

two and three months, and in performance of the duty
assigned them they, in common with the infantry, have
enoountered privations of no ordinary nature, ana we re¬
joice to have it in our power to say that officers and men
submitted to them without a'murmur, thus proving that
the moral of the.troops is yet Intact.

«« When attacked by the Indians in March, Major ritz-
eerald's command consisted of but twenty-four privates,
not sixty, as erroneously stated by us. The effect of this
severe conflict was to drive the Indians up the Colorado.
The troops followed to the distance of seventy miles,
burning on their way numerous villages, destroying crops,and firing upon the enemy as they crossed the J^er-Their course was telegraphed by the signal fires of the In¬
dians all the way up, supposed to be due to the treacheryof the Cocopos, who profess a friendship for the Amen-

Ca,'The headquarters of the well-known chiefs, Pavello-
en-pelo and Towarro, who reside nearest the Mohaivee
and about seventy miles from the junction of the Gila and
Colorado, were destroyed. To reach this point the troops
were compelled to cross three distinct mountain ranges,
one entirely of rocks an l destitute of vegetation. The
trip occupied eight days, and during the two last the com¬
mand subsisted on mule meat.

.i Mountain Indian videttes were seen every day; theyand the signal fires indicated the approach of our men,and the main body of the Indians, thinking to escape,took to the river and swam across, hoping thus to double
on their enemy. Anticipating this manoeuvre, MajorHkntzklmah, the commanding officcr, had sent up a small
command under Capt. Stbkle, on the opposite bank.
Capt. Steele succeeded in killing and wounding several.

«< When Major Fitme*ald started from Camt» Yuma, a
train of wagons was about leaving for Ogden's landing to
bring up supplies. The Government animals on the Co¬
lorado are suffering a great deal from the want of fora§*iThe green willows which edge the stream of that country
are now their only subsistence.
" It is a matter of wonder how Major Fitzgerald suc¬

ceeded in crossing the desert with the animals furnished
him sixty-seven miles of the route without water, and
no transportation to carry it. Some of the mules were
without a single drop of water for two days and three
nights. The energy of the depot quartermaster at this
place will, It Is to be hoped, soon remedy most of the ob¬
stacles jiow encountered on the desert.
a We rejoice to see that the up-country papers have an¬

nounced a cessation of hostilities on the part of the
southern Indians. All the officers of the army engagedin their suppression unite in the expression of the opinionthat the harassing border Indian war will for a long time
to eome continue to furnish them with ample professionalemployment.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE LEGISLATURE.
The Legislature of California adjourned on the 6th of

May, after a session of four months. The 44 Alta Califor¬
nia " thus speaks of its acts :

4< The early part of the session was marked with una¬
voidable delay, and, even after the seat of government was
temporarily removed to a habitable spot, the wheels of
business moved very slowly, until the Saturday previous
to the adjournment. Then followed three memorable daysin the history of California legislation, during which
shoK period some seventy bills of all descriptions were hur¬
ried through in great confusion. Whatever may be said of
the quantity, the quality of some of them was most detesta¬
ble. Fat offices for friends aroae in a trice all over the State,
at a wave of the magic Legislative wand. The Oovewor
was given the Appointment of vjrrtous unnecessary Flour
Inspectors to be potted on the coast. For the interior he
was allowed to name some twenty-Ave or thirty friends to
take the census, forsooth.one to be located in each coun¬
ty. And, in short, a big strike was made to throw Dem¬
ocratic officers into every section of the State, at no mean
salaries, in view of the coming Presidential campaign."
The number of acts passed during the winter was one

hundred and seventy, and the number of joint resolutions
twenty-seven.
A Lady Fbiohtkxko to Death..The Rockingham (Va.)Register states that Mrs. Dietrick, wife of Mr. Jacob Die-

trick, residing near Mt. Crawford, in that county, was
frightened to death a few weeks since. Her little daugh¬
ter for sport threw a tree-frog upon her lap, which beganjumping wp towards her face, and so frightened her that
she di«a in two or three days.
A fishing party recently captured three sharks off Cas¬

tle Pinckney, Charleston, one of which measured nine
feet six inches in length.
Taawrtta Kxpi-osiox or a Bomb Shklu.At South Boston','

a few days ago, a loaded bombshell was about to be melted,
when all the powder in it, it was supposed, wm removed. A
wedge was then driven In It to split ft, but at tho first blow a
terrific explosion took pla^e, felling the striker, a Oermaa
named Frank Keyser, to the ground, and throwing fragments
of the shell in every direction. One piece flew aoross the ohan-
nel a distance of nn eighth of a mile, and the wedge was pick-
ad ftp in Heather's msehlfte shop yard. Keyset had his legbadly fractured, and his peraan was badly shattered by the
flying iron. The windows In the vicinity were hadly broken,
and fragments passed through the slated roof of an Iron thro¬
aty. The sheU was a (M-potmder, about I inches In diame¬
ter and 1| inch in thickness.

I
EUROPEAN AND INDIA NEW8.

Thejfoudoa correspondent of the New York Com-
MjBrciaMldvertWfcT recapitulates, in his letter of the
]|t iutiS^, the foreign intelligence brought by the^VL-rpSl steamer Baltic, us follows:

Loxdon, Juki 1, 1862.
Simf^lhe departure of the America on the 29th ultimo

the detaiU have been published of the full of the Burmese
ports of Martaban and Rangoon. Later intelligence has
also beep received from the Cape of Good Hope, where the
Kaffir war is apparently approaching a termination. In
other respects there has been nothing to call for remark.
Parliament has adjourned for the Whitsuntide holidays,
and the accounts from France and the continent general¬
ly are uninteresting.
The taking of Martaban, which is a strong place on the

Burmese coast, appears to haVe Men accomplished with
little cost. No lives were lost on the side of the British,
and the number of wounded was only seventeen. The
garrison consisted of 8,000 men, but they were taken by
surprise by the steam force brought against thea, and
abandoned the defence after a short straggle, the Gover¬
nor being the first to set the example of retreat. Their
loss was not known, as they had time to remove all their
killed and wounded, with almost all their artillery.
The attack upon Rangoon was a far more serious un¬

dertaking. It commenced five days after the storming of
Martaban.namely, on the 11th of April.and the opera¬
tions continued through two or three days. The contest
was comparatively severe: 17 of our men were killed and
132 wounded. Fifteen steamers were employed, besides
a sailing frigate and a brig. Rangoon seems to be a fine
town, presenting favorable quarters, but its naturally
filthy state being increased by confusion and slaughter,
the troops had already begun to perish by cholera. The
heat is described as awful, and some deaths had taken
place by coup de eoleil. The wet season would set in ia
the course of a few weeks, when an advance into the in¬
terior would be impracticable ; but ultimately the army
are to proceed to Ava, the capital, where they will come
upon the King of ^Burmese in person, unless his Ma¬
jesty shall previously refire cfr capitulate. Meanwhile
Lord DALHovtn, th< Governbr General of India, has sent
him in a bill of £260,000 for expenses already incurred,
with a notice that an addition will be made to It of£10,000
a day until he comes to terms.
The news from the Cape of Good Hope reaches to the

18th of April. It has been brought by a Government
steamer, in which 8ir Harry Smith, the late commander-
in-chief, has returned. Sir Harry Smith, it will be re¬
membered, was recalled by Lord Grey, the Secretary of
State for the Colonies in the late Government, who con¬

veyed the intimation to him in a despatch of unusual
severity, which despatch had only recently been sent off
when intelligence arrived of the approaching success of
all Sir Harry's operations. This circumstance has been
turned to great account by the opponents of the late
Ministry, and the offended general will therefore mot*
probably be received with especial marks of honor by the
present Cabinet. He seems to have been favored with
many demonstrations of popularity on taking his depar¬
ture from the colony, and there is reason to believe that
he had virtually brought the war to a conclusion before
his successor arrived, although the Kaffirs are still con¬

tinuing the last efforts of despair. Nevertheless his ad¬
ministration of affairs had been characterized by many
errors, and much of what Lord Grey stated was true.
The English funds continue exceedingly buoyant, and

the three per cent, consols, which were last quoted at
100, have since been done 100§, and have closed this
afternoon at that price. An increase of £823,000 in the
bank bullion during the past week, coupled with the
news from India, the anticipations regarding the Austra¬
lian gold mines, and the general quietness of affairs on
the continent, have been the cause of this improvement,
and there is every prospect for the present of its being
well maintained.

The Austrian loan has been in a great degree a failure.
The extent of the applications for it has not been made
known, but it is believed they were very limited. The
letters of allotment were issued this morning, and a few
transactions have taken place at a quarter per cent,
premium.
A failure has occurred at Hamburgh, of a Jewish firm

named Emanuel & Son. They had sustained large losses
from speculations in shares and stocks, particularly in
Mexican, of which they were large holders. The amount
of their liabilities is £120,000.
The emigration from Ireland to the United States con¬

tinues unchecked, while in England the desire to get to
Australia is increasing every day, and a large number of
ships of all descriptions are being put into requisition.
No further details have arrived, but as the private letters
received by individuals come to be circulated from hand
to hand they produce an impression which could not be
created in any other way.

From the northwest frontier of India the advioes are
less satisfactory to the British. The revolted hill tribes
keep np a harassing warfare on the outposts. Their tac¬
tics are to surround the garrisons in bodies of 6,000 to
0,000, retiring toward the hills as the troops advance,
and following them again as they return to the forts. Re¬
inforcements have been sent to endeavor to bring them to
action. One regiment, the 63d British, was dispatched
from Peshawar, mounted on 100 elephants.
An insurrection against the Government of Dhost Mo¬

hammed has broken out in Cabool. His troops have been
worsted.
The state of the NUsm's territory is as bad as it can be

Government credit is at an end ; there is no revenue, and
the country is covered with predatory bands.

FROM CENTRAL AMERICA.
Advices have been received from Guatemala to

the 7th ultimo. The papers publish the letter of
President Fillmore to the President of the Repub¬
lic of Guatemala, in which he congratulates Sir
Rafael {Camera upon his election.

Mr. Joint Bozmak Kerr, Charge d'Affaires of the United
States, was received bj the President in a private au¬
dience.

Mr. Fxedkbick Chatfield, before leaving Central
America, in which he resided for eighteen years, express¬
ed to the public generally, and to Guatemala particular¬
ly, his thanks for the attentions and benevolence which be
had always received from them. He left Guatemala on
the 8d of Majr.
The Gaceta de Salvador gives notice of the arrival and

brief residence of Mr. Kerb, Charge d'Affaires of the
United States, who was received by the inhabitants with
every mark of respect and pleasure.
Thk Upas Trke..We published some time since an

account of the discovery of a tree on th£ Isthmus of
Panama having many of the characteristics of the fkbled
Upas tree of the East, as it is destructive ft all ani¬
mal and vegetable life that comes within its baneful
influence. A nutnber of the Panama Herald, received
by the late arrival, has the following additional notice
of this singular vegetable production :

Riding out upon the " Plains," a few miles from the
city, the other day with a friend, we had the fortune to
hare several of these trees pointed out to us. As for
around each as its branches extended the grass was dead,
the ground almost bare, whilst all beyond it waa freeh
and green. Each tree seemed to form a circle around it
by the appearance presented by the dead and live grass.
They were all alike in this respect, and the trees aU of
the same appearance and character.

Occasionally the skull of a dead mule or other animal
was to be found lying either directly under the tree or
near by, indicating the effects of its deadly poison. Anx¬
ious as we felt to procure a branch and bring It to the
city that its fluids might be subjected to a chemical an¬

alysis, we were deterred by the threatening appearance
they presented.
We have no doubt as to the nature ot the tree being

aa poisonous as the deadly Upas of Java.

Fuatrrvas from JusTtCE Killed..Andrew J. Secrest
and James Davidson, two desperadoes, recently escaped
from the Arkansas penitentiary, and subsequently made
various threats to destroy the Uvea and property of the
residents of Utile Rook The citizens finally became 90
exasperated that a number armed themselves, surrounfl
ed the shanty where the two men ttted, and as they enale
out deiltefa&y sh* them ««*


